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To an economist, every problem looks 
like a graph
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Historic progress
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Case study: Extreme poverty

Moatsos, M (2021) https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-of-population-living-in-extreme-poverty-cost-of-basic-needs
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Case study: Global Health and Education

Piketty, T (2020) http://piketty.pse.ens.fr/files/ideology/pdf/F0.1.pdf

http://piketty.pse.ens.fr/files/equality/pdf/F1.pdf


6

Case study: Racial equity

Abolition of Trans-
Atlantic Trade in 
Enslaved Peoples

US Civil War
Independence of 

European colonies

UK Race Relations 
Act, French Pleven 

Law and US Civil 
Rights Act

End of apartheid in 
South Africa

Equality Act 2010 Black Lives Matter
Ethnicity Pay Gap 

Reporting
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Where are we now? 

USA, the GOP and Trump UK, Brexit and Reform Europe and beyond
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What’s the story and what’s the reality?

Mean world syndrome

Media

85% keeping or strengthening targets

80% maintaining or increasing transparency

80% retaining or going further with programmes

Availability 
bias

Negativity 
bias
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“I can’t know why a particular person is carrying the 
flag, so I shouldn’t assume the worst. I wish we 

could reclaim the meaning of the flag as something 
which unifies us. That would take away the power 

from right wing people.”

“I asked my husband what we would do if a 
particular party wins at the next elections. It’s 

scary to know that both government and society 
can turn against me. It’s scary to think I can be 
physically or verbally attacked, or laws changed 

and I wouldn’t feel safe here anymore.”

“I haven’t really seen any England flags around 
here, but a few months ago, there was a rumour 

that there was going to be a protest at the Mosque. 
In the end, no-one came apart from the police, and 

non-Muslim local people to help.”

“I’m scared to go out alone at the moment. I share 
my location with my family and they check in on 

me.”
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What leads people to extremism?

Life is fair

Life is unfair, but I can see ways to improve it

Life is unfair and it’s their fault

It’s their fault and it’s my duty to 
bring justice 

No-one understands 
“us”, “they” are 
victimising “us”

Violence
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“They are as much prisoners of the 

organisations as the hostages. It is a life 

commitment - you can never get out of 

it. Once you're in, all your dreams are 

circumscribed to the organisation.”
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If Christmas can come to 
the jungle, you can come 
home. Demobilise at 
Christmas. Anything is 
possible.
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How should we act in a blip?
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How should we act in a blip?

Evolve 
ourselves

Learn

Co-
operate

Engage
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How should we act in a blip?

Evolve our 
orgs

Embed

GrowAssess
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What’s the alternative?
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Merci

Thank you

Danke

Dank je wel
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